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Workshops

Michelle Nicholson presents…  

Writing without frontiers

Cross-curricular writing is a sure 
fire way of extending opportuni-
ties for purposeful writing across 
the school, and to give children 
the chance to ‘use and apply’ their 
rapidly developing skills. Science, 
geography, history, RE and even DT 
will be put under the spotlight. In 
this workshop Michelle will look at 
the planning process and consider 
how genuinely relevant activities 
can be plotted in across long term 
schemes of work. Audience: Key 
Stage 1 and 2

James Clements presents…  

A case for books

This workshop will look at how 
a rich text – a novel, play script, 
poem or non-fiction text – can be 
used as a driver for teaching some 
of the aspects of writing children 
can find most tricky. Looking at 
some examples of wonderful 
books, James will explore how 
a text can sit at the heart of the 
writing process and some of 
the implications for structuring 
the teaching of writing in the 
classroom. Audience: Key Stage 
1 and 2

Kirsten Snook presents…  

Shared writing: nurturing 
the writing process

As a teaching strategy, Shared 
Writing is a perfect way to help 
children to see the explicit links 
between phonics / spelling sessions, 
vocabulary-building, reading and 
writing. This workshop will unpick 
the Shared Writing process and 
reflect on the kinds of decisions 
a teacher wrestles with. Kirsten 
will look at a range of modelling 
application of phonics, spelling and 
other ingredients, so children can 
apply their skills independently. 
Audience: Key Stage 1 and 
Reception

Nick Handel presents…  

How film and TV 
techniques can stimulate 
brilliant creative writing

Nick Handel is an award-winning 
former BBC producer who writes 
children’s fiction and works 
extensively in schools. Join Nick as 
he describes how he helps children 
understand how film and TV use 
a variety of techniques to create 
stories, later guiding them through 
the process of using these same 
techniques in their own written 
work. Audience: Key Stage 2

Penny Slater presents…  

Shaping up for success: 
structuring the teaching 
sequence to ensure a 
successful writing outcome

How do we support children 
to combine grammatical 
showmanship with the need to 
make the writing actually say 
something? The answer: through a 
well-structured teaching sequence 
focussing on both knowledge 
and skills, and culminating in a 
carefully planned shared writing 
experience, where the teacher 
shows them how to weave the 
threads of knowledge and narration 
together. Explore with Penny as she 
helps you pave the way towards 
excellence and independence. 
Audience: Key Stage 2

Jane Andrews presents…  

Take a book and run  
with it!

Taking a book we love and 
focussing a unit of English around 
it is something we all love to do. 
Whether it is a picture book, novel, 
engaging non-fiction text or film, 
if you are enthusiastic about the 
text, it will often follow that your 
children are. Join Jane as she helps 
you to develop an understanding 
of a planning process which can 
be adapted for any inspirational 
text. You will consider how AfL 
informs your planning and supports 
children to develop appropriate 
language for writing with purpose. 
Audience: Key Stage 2
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Contributors

Marilyn Brocklehurst B.A. (Hons) Dip Lib FEA MCLIP is a 
librarian at heart. She worked her way up through the 
Library Service before leaving in 1984 to set up her ideal 
bookshop – the Norfolk Children’s Book Centre.

Through the Centre she freely dispenses her 
unquenchable enthusiasm for books and reading. She 
talks to children, teachers, parents and school advisors.

With over 50,000 personally selected books on display 
at the Centre and with her huge knowledge base she is 
called on to help in many ways e.g. with school library 
improvement, National conference support, the judging 
of National book awards and with book reviews for The 
Bookseller and others.

James Clements is the founder of Shakespeare and More. 
For ten years he was a teacher and senior leader at a 
wonderful primary school in London. He worked as a local 
authority lead teacher, leading training and supporting 
teaching and learning across a network of schools. 

Now James works an education writer and researcher, 
working with schools and local authorities across the 
country to develop the teaching of reading, writing and 
drama. He’s lucky enough to write about education 
for a wide range of publishers and magazines. He was 
consulted by the DfE on the 2014 National Curriculum 
and was a member of the DfE’s English Subject Expert 
Group when such a thing existed.

Mini worked as a theatre designer, then a primary school 
teacher, before studying for an MA in sequential design 
at Brighton University.

Mini’s first picture book for children, Egg Drop, a surreal 
story of an egg that dreams of being able to fly, was 
published in 2002. It established her as both a visually 
exciting illustrator of detailed, colourful artwork and a 
highly accomplished storyteller, who often narrates from 
an unusual, often edible, point of view, such as that of 
the pea in The Pea and the Princess (2003) the biscuit 
in Biscuit Bear (2004) and the spoon in The Adventures 
of the Dish and the Spoon. Mini’s version of Hilaire 
Belloc’s cautionary tale of Jim (who runs away from his 
nurse and gets eaten by a lion) was shortlisted for the 
Greenaway Awards 2011. 

Her most recent books are Hermelin, the story of a 
typing mouse detective, and Space Dog, an intergalactic 
canine/feline romp set in the Outer Spooniverse.

An award-winning TV producer, Nick Handall uses 
his knowledge of film techniques to inspire children’s 
creative writing, working particularly at Key Stage 2. 
His presentations and workshops help young people 
understand how film and TV use a variety of techniques 
to create stories. He then guides them through the 
process of using those same techniques in their 
own storytelling. Nick’s new resource, “Calling the 
Shots!” (with supporting DVD) was a finalist in the 2015 
Education Resources Awards. The resource sets out his 
concepts for using film to inspire creative writing and 
explains how to implement each one in the classroom.

Marilyn Brocklehurst James Clements

Mini Grey Nick Handall
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Programme 

Thursday 22nd September 2016

08.45 – 9.30
Conference registration
Tea and coffee on arrival

09.30 – 09.40
Conference opens
Kerry Godsman, Lead Teaching and Learning Adviser (English), Herts for Learning

Oak

09.40 – 10.15
The Joy of Books
Marilyn Brocklehurst, Norfolk Children’s Book Centre

Oak

10.15 – 11.15 Workshops (carousel 1)
Various 
rooms

11.15 – 11.45 Refreshment break & book browse Hawthorne

11.45 – 12.45
Developing Ideas into Writing
Mini Grey, award winning children’s book author and illustrator

Oak

12.45 – 13.45 Lunch & book browse Hawthorne

13.45 – 14.45 Workshops (carousel 2)
Various 
rooms

14.45 – 15.00 Refreshment break Hawthorne

15.00 – 15.55
Freedom to be Creative
James Clements, founder of Shakespeare and More

Oak

15.55 – 16.00
Conference close
Kerry Godsman, Lead Teaching and Learning Adviser (English), Herts for Learning

Oak


